economy, and its elections are strongly rigged. Russia is a country where the leadership has failed in building a modern industrialized economy and where the only way to rally the support of the masses is the propaganda about "foreign enemies," the United States inter alia. However, as long as oil continues to be the main source of energy, Russia's economy will be able to sustain its large (at least on surface) size. As the oil prices keep rising, and as the value of the ruble goes up accordingly, Russia's GDP may well reach the fifth to the sixth place in the world, 2 though the Russians' standard of living will not substantially improve, marred by constant inflation and the lack of systematic reforms.
Russia should neither be disregarded nor be humiliated. Introduction of free market economy and democracy should be regarded as their own task, and the West should refrain from excessive interference. The most effective strategy to achieve these objectives will be stripping their leadership of a foreign adversary so that they will not be able to shift the blame of hardships to outside enemies.
The Russians' concern for their own security and national pride should be given a due consideration. However, any Russian move to resort to use of military power should be contained beforehand. In one word, a policy of cautious engagement vis-à-vis Russia is needed.
3 In some cases, Russia will even be able to perform a beneficial role, though limited, for the maintenance of the status quo and economic development in the world. Let us check its capacity in Asia, because the main arena for a concerted Japan-U.S. policy is Asia.
Russia as a Former Colonial Power in East Asia
Russia is a latecomer in East Asia. The Russian colonialists established their rule on what is today called the Russian Far East only in 1860, when they officially acquired future Vladivostok and its surrounding Primor'e region from the weakening Qing China (Treaty of Peking). Their ambition had not stopped at the Far East. Russians had further proceeded to Alaska and even to California in 1806. The "Fort Ross" and the "Russian Hills" around and in San Francisco are the remnants of these advances. They even attempted to establish a foothold on Kauai Island, Hawaii, only to be driven away by Kemehameha the Great.
Russia's ambition in the Eastern hemisphere often had setbacks. In 1867 amid the financial distress, the Russian government sold Alaska to the United States merely for 100 million dollars in current prices. Russia's defeat in the Russo-Japanese War was another blow, allowing the Japanese to dominate in the region for the following 40 years. Japan, together with the United States, sent its troops to Siberia in 1918,
